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LAND USE REPORT & APPROVING MEASURES 
 

 
The Township Ad Hoc Land Use Advisory Committee was charged with the mission of 
evaluating the previous Land Use Plan presented by Butler County, examining current 
growth patterns and pressures, and recommending strategies to address land use 
development issues. This report and attached maps reflect the work of the Committee 
over a 24 month period during which a wide variety of viewpoints and information were 
reviewed. The Committee met in September 2008 to review new maps and proposed 
expanded wording for Land Use Category Descriptors. The Committee thanks the 
Planning Commission staff (Michael Juengling, Development Director; David Fehr, 
Planning Director; Joseph Schmidt, Senior Planner) for their excellent assistance in the 
further refinement of the original approved concepts. In October 2008 the Board of 
Trustees reviewed these refinements and approved the forwarding of this updated 
document to the County Planning Commission for formal consideration.  In November 
2008 the Butler County Planning Commission approved the Land Use Plan.  Each of the 
aforementioned resolutions can be found in the following pages. 
 
Hanover Township has many great characteristics that should be preserved while 
providing for sound quality growth that best serves the Township and helps to keep taxes 
low. The Committee realizes that the recommendations herein must be considered within 
the overall context of governance in the Township and the overall planning effort by 
Butler County. Land Use Planning is considered a fluid process for Hanover Township 
requiring periodic review and updating. 

 
Hanover Township Ad Hoc Land Use Advisory Committee 
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INSERT COUNTY RESOLUTION 
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PREVIOUS HANOVER TOWNSHIP LAND USE PLAN  
 
 
The previously approved Land Use Plan in 2001 incorporated many of the suggestions 
provided by the land use advisory committee and Board of Trustees at the time it was 
enacted. This Plan was the beginning point for the current review and recommendations. 
It should be noted that most of the previous Plan is still valid today and the current Land 
Use Committee agrees with a majority of the recommendations. However, based upon 
input and information received from Butler County, a developer consultant from outside 
Butler County, various residents, Butler County Environmental Services, farming 
community interests, and individual members of the Land Use Committee representing 
various backgrounds, several suggestions for modification of the Plan were developed 
over a 24 month period. In addition, consideration was given to past annexations and 
possible annexations by the City of Hamilton in developing the current report. The 
Township desires to use all tools at its disposal to enhance the overall development 
strategies in order to take advantage of the natural attributes of the area while “growing 
toward the future”, and strengthening the identity of the Township. 
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EXISTING CONDITIONS 
 
 
Hanover Township is located in the central portion of Butler County.  The City of 
Hamilton and St. Clair Township are located on the Township’s eastern border and three 
other Butler County townships form Hanover’s north (Milford Township), south (Ross 
Township) and western (Reily Township) border.  The Village of Millville is also located 
along the Township’s southern border. 
 
Three major roadways cut through the Township.  U.S. 27 intersects with I-275 in 
Hamilton County, Ohio, and runs north and south through the Township on its way to the 
City of Oxford and beyond.  State Route 130 (Old Oxford Road) and State Route 177 
(Hamilton-Richmond Road) are the other major roads in the township.  Hanover 
Township is the fourth most populated township in Butler County with an estimated 
population of 9,600 people.  It is the most populated township on the western half of the 
county.  By 2020, the Township’s population is expected be 16,375 residents.    
Additional demographics can be found on the following pages. 
 
Currently, more than one-half of the Township’s land area is developed as residential 
housing.  Half of the housing development in the Township is single-family residential 
subdivisions. The other half is composed of lot splits from farms along major 
thoroughfares, typically five acres in size or larger.   
 
The Township’s housing composition is older compared to other Townships in the 
County.  In fact, the U.S. Census Bureau estimate shows that slightly more than forty 
percent of the township’s housing stock was built in the 1950’s, or earlier.  The Township 
has averaged approximately 27 new home building permits per year during the last ten 
years. 
 

New Home Building Permits 
Source: Butler County Department of Development, Building & Zoning Division 

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 
10-Year 

Total 
27 30 25 35 28 19 49 34 14 12 273 

 
Public water service is provided to nearly all portions of the Township (98 percent). 
Public sewer service is provided to only thirty percent of the homes in the Township. The 
remaining homes are served by on-site septic systems. 
 
Hanover Township’s population is more established compared to other Townships based 
on the fact that greater than seventy percent of Township residents have lived in the same 
house for the previous five years.   
 
Most of the recent commercial and residential growth has occurred in the southeastern 
quadrant of the Township and the McGonigle area, generally following the boundaries of 
available sanitary sewer service.  A concern for Hanover Township is the fact that the 
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City of Hamilton has continued to annex prime territory from the Township.  There is one 
Revenue Sharing Agreement in place with the City, although other annexations have led 
to a reduction in the overall revenue base of the Township. 
 
 
 

HANOVER TOWNSHIP DEMOGRAPHICS 
Source: United States Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census 

 
POPULATION DATA 
 
Population by Race 
 Hanover Township Butler County 
White 98.9% 92.2% 
Black or African American 0.6% 5.7% 
American Indian and Alaska Native 0.4% 0.6% 
Asian 0.4% 1.8% 
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific 
Islander 0.1% 0.1% 

Some other race 0.1% 0.8% 
 
Population by Age 

 Hanover Township Butler County 
Under 5 years 5.2% 6.9% 
5 to 9 years 6.8% 7.3% 
10 to 14 years 8.0% 7.4% 
15 to 19 years 8.0% 8.2% 
20 to 24 years 4.5% 8.1% 
25 to 34 years 9.4% 13.4% 
35 to 44 years 17.9% 16.4% 
45 to 54 years 16.0% 13.6% 
55 to 59 years 5.8% 4.5% 
60 to 64 years 5.2% 3.6% 
65 to 74 years 8.5% 6.1% 
75 to 84 years 3.6% 3.5% 
85 years and over 1.0% 1.1% 
 
Households by Type 
 Hanover Township Butler County 
Family households (families) 82.9% 71.4% 

With own children under 18 years 35.7% 35.5% 
Married-couple family 72.2% 57.0% 

With own children under 18 years 30.5% 26.8% 
Female householder, no husband present 7.2% 10.7% 

With own children under 18 years 3.5% 6.6% 
Nonfamily households 17.1% 28.6% 

Householder living alone 14.3% 22.7% 
Householder 65 years and over 6.0% 7.6% 
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HOUSING DATA 
 
Units in Structure 
 Hanover Township Butler County 
1-unit, detached 92.6% 71.4% 
1-unit, attached 0.5% 3.8% 
2 units 1.0% 3.3% 
3 or 4 units 0.2% 4.3% 
5 to 9 units 0.0% 4.3% 
10 to 19 units 0.0% 6.3% 
20 or more units 0.0% 3.1% 
Mobile home 5.6% 3.6% 
Boat, RV, van, etc. 0.0% 0.0% 
 
Year Structure Built 
 Hanover Township Butler County 
1999 to March 2000 1.1% 2.3% 
1995 to 1998 6.5% 8.7% 
1990 to 1994 7.2% 9.9% 
1980 to 1989 8.5% 14.4% 
1970 to 1979 23.5% 19.3% 
1960 to 1969 17.2% 12.0% 
1940 to 1959 21.8% 20.5% 
1939 or earlier 14.2% 12.8% 

 
Year Householder Moved Into Unit 
 Hanover Township Butler County 
1999 to March 2000 8.5% 20.8% 
1995 to 1998 22.0% 29.7% 
1990 to 1994 19.0% 16.6% 
1980 to 1989 19.0% 14.6% 
1970 to 1979 15.3% 9.4% 
1969 or earlier 16.2% 8.8% 
 
 
EMPLOYMENT DATA 
 
Travel Time to Work 
 Hanover Township Butler County 
Less than 10 minutes 8.9% 14.5% 
10 to 14 minutes 16.2% 15.1% 
15 to 19 minutes 12.1% 16.3% 
20 to 24 minutes 15.3% 16.1% 
25 to 29 minutes 6.5% 7.2% 
30 to 34 minutes 14.7% 13.0% 
35 to 44 minutes 11.3% 7.1% 
45 to 59 minutes 10.4% 7.0% 
60 to 89 minutes 3.1% 2.4% 
90 or more minutes 1.5% 1.4% 
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Place of Work 
 Hanover Township Butler County 
Worked in state of residence 98.9% 97.9% 

Worked in county of residence 73.2% 56.4% 
Worked outside county of residence 25.7% 41.4% 

Worked outside state of residence 1.1% 2.1% 
 
Educational Attainment of Population 25 and Older 
 Hanover Township Butler County 
Less than 5th grade 0.3% 0.8% 
5th to 8th grade 3.1% 3.7% 
9th to 12th grade, no diploma 14.2% 12.3% 
High school graduate (incl. equivalency) 41.7% 33.6% 
Some college credit, less than 1 year 9.1% 7.5% 
1 or more years of college, no degree 11.6% 12.5% 
Associate degree 5.8% 6.2% 
Bachelor's degree 8.9% 15.4% 
Master's degree 3.4% 5.7% 
Professional degree 0.9% 1.2% 
Doctorate degree 1.0% 1.1% 
 
 
INCOME DATA 
 
Household Income in 1999 

 
Families Below Poverty Level 

 Hanover Township Butler County 
With earnings 81.0% 83.7% 

Mean earnings $58,297 $57,738 
With Social Security income 34.9% 23.6% 

Mean Social Security income $12,096 $11,514 
With Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 4.8% 3.4% 

Mean Supplemental Security Income $6,965 $6,230 
With public assistance income 1.3% 2.3% 

Mean public assistance income $1,535 $2,360 
With retirement income 28.5% 18.2% 

Mean retirement income $13,072 $17,713 
   

  Per Capita Income  $22,216 $22,076 

 Hanover Township Butler County 
With related children under 18 years 1.7% 7.9% 

With related children under 5 years 0.0% 12.0% 
Householder worked in 1999 0.4% 3.7% 

Full-time, year-round 0.0% 1.2% 
Householder 65 years and over 1.8% 3.6% 
Family received:   

Supplemental Security Income (SSI) and/or 
public assistance income in 1999 11.9% 31.6% 

Social Security income in 1999 1.8% 4.0% 
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LAND USE PLANNING EFFORTS: PAST AND PRESENT 
 
 
A Planning Advisory Committee was created for Hanover Township in June 1998.  The 
committee consisted of several township residents, Glenn Yordy, one Hanover Township 
Trustee, and members of the Butler County Department of Development Staff.  The 
Planning Committee met four times from August 1997 through December 1997 and made 
a formal presentation of the draft Proposed Land Use Plan to the Township Trustees at a 
public meeting on December 17, 1997.  
 
The Planning Advisory Committee studied aerial photographs, demographic statistics and 
reviewed building permits trends.  They also studied an Agricultural Profile of Butler 
County provided by the Butler County Farm Bureau. 
 
There were several land development concerns raised by the Committee.  The Committee 
was concerned about the loss of farmland in the Township and the fact that much of the 
new home construction was taking place along the road frontage of the Township and 
land-locking parcels to the rear of these lots.  Usually, the landlocked parcels are too 
small to farm successfully from a financial standpoint.  The committee was interested in 
promoting ways to use land more efficiently so that farming and residential development 
could coexist.  The committee also saw a need to improve the existing business areas in 
the Township and allow for some expansion in these areas.  No new commercial areas 
were proposed beyond areas already developed. Most of the Township is within 
convenient access to retail and commercial centers along S.R. 177 on the eastern side of 
the Township, inside the City of Hamilton.  
 
The Committee proposed that higher density residential development should be 
encouraged within areas defined as “Development Service Boundaries”.  These areas 
would be provided with higher levels of public water and waste service, sidewalks, storm 
water management, and the like.  Remaining areas of the township would develop at 
lower densities or would remain in agricultural production.  The Plan was formally 
adopted by the Butler County Planning Commission in 2001. 
 
In 2006 the Hanover Township Board of Trustees appointed an ad hoc Land Use 
Advisory Committee consisting of nine residents from various backgrounds and staffed 
by the Township Administrator. The Committee studied existing development patterns, 
met with development officials and a developer, examined annexation issues, and 
reviewed the previous Land Use Plan. The Committee also examined how to strengthen 
the Township’s identity and recommended a Township identifier/slogan for adoption 
(Growing Toward the Future) which was subsequently adopted by the Board of Trustees. 
This slogan or theme set the tone for the analysis and recommendations produced by the 
Committee. The Committee suggested certain changes for the Land Use Plan as well as 
identified development goals and priorities. This portion of the Committee’s work was 
completed in August 2007 and presented to the Hanover Township Board of Trustees in 
September 2007. The Board studied the recommendations and directed that two “public 
forums” be scheduled to consider comments from citizens before any final action was 
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taken. The two public forums were held in November and December of 2007. Citizen 
reaction to the recommendations was favorable regarding land use but expressed some 
concern about zoning and enforcement; the Board understood the nature of these 
comments and would review zoning as a separate process. In February of 2008, the Board 
officially approved the concepts and preliminary maps regarding land use changes to 
eventually be considered by the County Planning Commission (Resolution No. 15-08). 
Further refinement of definitions of land use categories and final preparation of land use 
and related reference maps were completed over the months through June 2008 with 
approval by the Board of Trustees through Resolution No. 32-08.  In October 2008 the ad 
hoc Land Use Advisory Committee concurred with further refinements of wording and 
mapping which the Board of Trustees approved by motion on October 8, 2008.  The Plan 
was approved by the Butler County Planning Commission on November 12, 2008. 
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LAND USE & DEVELOPMENTAL GOALS 
 
 
The Ad Hoc Land Use Advisory Committee and Board of Trustees spent considerable 
time discussing what they wanted the Township to be and to look like. The committee 
worked on separating goals from objectives from priorities and land use strategies. The 
Committee supports “smart growth” and the principles related thereto. The land use & 
development goals are described in terms of action elements and as an end point to assist 
the Township in “Growing Toward the Future”. The core goals are listed as follows:  
 

• To maintain and promote quality of life preserving the assets of the Township and 
developing new assets that achieve this goal. 

 
• To keep the tax structure as low as possible as an attractive feature while seeking 

creative ways to boost the revenue base of the Township to support quality 
services.  

 
• To preserve open space, farmland, natural beauty, and critical environmental 

areas while promoting smart development as well as encourage the use of farm 
land grants and conservation development. 

 
• To protect (to the extent feasible) the territorial integrity of the Township’s land 

area. 
 

• To foster distinctive and attractive residential, business and commercial 
development that enhances the Township’s quality of life and fosters a strong 
sense of place. 

 
• To encourage development within existing service district boundaries, but foster 

expansion of utilities and subsequent development in areas that make sense. 
 

• To promote and support the highest standards in architecture, landscaping, traffic 
management, and community design. 

 
• To encourage community and stakeholder collaboration in developmental 

planning and decision making. 
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UPDATES TO THE PREVIOUS LAND USE PLAN 
 
 
Consistent with the aforementioned goals, the Committee analyzed the Land Use Plan set 
forth by the previous Hanover Township Land Use Committee.  The current Committee 
agreed that much of what was proposed made sense.  However, for the Township to 
“Grow Toward the Future” and to prosper, the Committee identified the following 
updates: 
 

1. Add districts identified as General Business, Neighborhood Business, and 
Industrial Use in Hanover Township: 

 
• General Business: Moderate to highly commercialize retail, office and service 

business development serving the needs of the neighborhood and beyond. 
 

• Neighborhood Business: Areas characterized by small scale office, retail and 
service establishments serving the needs of residents in the neighborhood. 

 
• Industrial: Land areas proposed for businesses involved in manufacturing, 

warehousing, assembling, or handling of goods or commodities and may 
include gravel extraction areas. 

 
2. In the northwest area of the Township: Create a Planned General Business Land 

Use District bordered by US 27, straight line across from Stephenson Road to 
Lanes Mill Road, south to Stillwell Beckett, 5 parcels to east then south to a line 
directly across from Hussey Road then west to a straight line behind the Island 
Lakes Development.  From Hussey around approximately halfway between the 
end of Hussey Road extending to Darrtown Road then south on Darrtown two 
parcels south of the CSX Rail Line turning west crossing US 27 proceeding 
behind the low density residential area turning north for then turning west running 
to point then turning north to connect with Hussey Road. (Map reference 
provided) 

 
3. In  the southwest quadrant of the Township, establish areas for Neighborhood 

Business and Suburban Residential districts which start at approximately 400’ 
directly west from Minton Road extending east along Minton Road approximately 
2800’ then turning south running 1900’ then turning east again for approximately 
1400’ then turning south intersecting with the Township boundary line, then 
extending west for approximately 1600’, then turning north for approximately 
1800’ then west for1600’, then north to the beginning point. (See map for 
reference). 

 
4. A Neighborhood Business District is proposed from Millville Oxford Road from 

the west edge of Millville Cemetery extending south to the Township boundary 
line, then east for approximately 2900’, then turning north,  intersecting with 
Millville Oxford Road and the following Millville Oxford  Road west to the 
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beginning point. This area would exclude the Cemetery use and Sportsmen’s Club 
land. 

 
5. Another area for Mixed Residential uses starts from the Township’s eastern 

border extending west along Beissinger Road intersecting with Vizedom Road, 
then turning south extending to Old Oxford Road, then east along Old Oxford 
Road to the City of Hamilton border and extending in a north easterly direction 
along the Hamilton border and connecting with Beissinger Road. Most of this 
territory is currently shown as Low Density residential but there are opportunities 
for High Density Suburban Residential based upon quality development 
standards. Upper scale condos, upper scale apartment complexes, and quality 
single family developments would be appropriate. The use of PUDs in this area 
will insure quality developments. 
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POLICIES AND DEFINITIONS 
 
 
The following are policies and definitions as agreed upon by the Ad Hoc Land Use Plan 
Committee and approved by the Hanover Township Trustees and Butler County Planning 
Commission. 
 
 
Conservation Development District Policy- Where appropriate and consistent with 
development goals and growth as set forth by the Township, the use of a Conservation 
Development District may be acceptable and encouraged to take maximum advantage of 
maintaining green space and agricultural production while efficiently laying out 
development sites. 

 

Lift Station and Sanitary Sewer Expansion Policy- Hanover Township agrees to support 
sanitary sewer expansion within the identified development service boundaries.  Sanitary 
sewer expansion outside the development service boundary would only be considered if a 
substantial commercial or industrial development with a unified development plan were 
proposed in the Planned General Business/Industrial Mixed Use area of the Township.   
 
 
Smart Growth Definition- Hanover Township has used the term “smart growth” based 
upon the guidelines offered through the U.S. EPA and American Planning Association. 
Smart Growth is defined as a process which uses comprehensive planning to guide, 
design, develop, revitalize, and build communities such as Hanover Township that 
achieve the following: 
 

1. Have a unique sense of community identity and place. 
2. Preserve and enhance valuable natural resources and cultural community 

resources. 
3. Equitably distribute the costs and benefits of development 
4. Expand/enhance transportation, employment and housing choices. 
5. Take the long range view, placing value on sustainability as opposed to short term 

incremental geographically isolated actions. 
6. Promote a healthy community and encourage public health initiatives designed to 

enhance the community. 
 

Key goals of “Smart Growth” include the following: 
 

1. Keep taxes low and contain costs: Take advantage where appropriate of existing 
infrastructure. Limit non beneficial sprawl. 

2. Keep farms and open spaces preserved where appropriate, encouraging 
development in designated or built up areas. 

3. Encourage prosperity for all residents pertaining to employment, health care, and 
education. 
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4. Encourage better access and less traffic or more efficient traffic patterns by 
evaluating the larger picture of transportation issues and concerns. Capitalize on 
mixed land uses and clustering. 

5. Encourage neighborhood livability which emphasizes safety, convenience, 
affordability, and attractiveness. 
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STRATEGIES & PRIORITIES 
 
 

As part of the Land Use Plan review there was consensus reached on certain 
strategies and priorities that address the Land Use & Development Goals and are 
consistent with the recommended Land Use Plan district changes set forth by the 
Committee: 
 

1. Look for reasonable expansion of the Utility District Service Boundaries to 
benefit Hanover Township to serve areas that are suitable for future 
development. Work with Butler County Environmental Services to develop 
strategies and long term planning. 

 
2. Encourage cooperation and work with the Village of Millville to promote 

mutually beneficial development and to facilitate construction of 
infrastructure that best serves both jurisdictions. This cooperation should be 
based upon the Land Use & Developmental Goals incorporated herein. 

 
3. Expand the business district west of the Millville Cemetery where the strip 

retail center and Lodder’s are located. 
 

4. Expand the boundaries of the McGonigle Area business district to allow for 
more business and retail development. Concentrate on creative layouts and 
design concepts. Limit the number of driveway cuts to facilitate traffic 
management and safety. 

 
5. Prevent the further erosion of Township territory and strengthen the economic 

base by working with the City of Hamilton on utility sharing arrangements 
and creative revenue sharing plans. Establish an open door of communication 
with the City about developers who approach the City to develop in Hanover 
Township. 

 
6. Look for and encourage opportunities to develop in appropriate locations, 

tracts of land for higher density residential development in the Hogue Road, 
Gardner Road, Beissinger Road and SR 177 areas. Stress creative and 
compact building design as well as preserve natural beauty. 

 
7. Develop projects and programs to promote the quality of life in the Township 

and create a stronger sense of community identity. 
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LAND USE PLAN CATEGORIES AND MAP  
 
The eleven Land Use Plan Categories for Hanover Township their definitions and 
geographic locations can be found on the following pages.  
 
The following pie chart displays the percentage of land in each of the eleven Land Use 
Plan Categories.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Land Use Categories

0.71%

2.96%

7.07%
4.93%

0.90%

3.13%

11.91%

13.03%

12.08%
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Agricultural Estate

Rural Estate Residential

Low Density Residential

Suburban Residential

Planned High Density Sub Res

High Density Sub Res

Planned Neigh Bus/Sub Res

Planned Gen Bus/Industrial MU

Public/Private Recreation

Public/Semi-Public
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HANOVER TOWNSHIP LAND USE PLAN CATEGORIES

100-YEAR FLOOD
PLAIN

Limits of the 100-year flood plain as determined by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency, Flood Insurance Rate Map.

DEVELOPMENT
SERVICE BOUNDARY

Areas proposed to be provided with higher levels of public
water and waste service, sidewalks, storm water management
and the like.  Sanitary sewer expansion within the identified
development service boundaries is supported.  Sanitary sewer
expansion outside the development service boundary would
only be considered if a substantial commercial or industrial
development with a unified development plan were proposed in
the Planned General Business/Industrial Mixed Use area of the
Township.  

Areas of public and semi-public recreational land use including
active and passive recreation, open space, parks, nature preserves,
golf courses, playgrounds and other similar facilities.

Contains single-family or multi-family residential uses at a density
greater than six (6) homes per acre.  The density for multi-family
sites may be increased if additional such units are oriented to
retirees, empty-nesters, assisted living households or nursing
homes.  Housing units shall feature individual entrances and
individual attached garages except for housing units which are
designated for assisted living facilities or nursing homes.  

Land areas typically containing single-family residential uses. 
Residential lots range from one (1) acre to five (5) acres in size.  

Areas for public purposes such as schools, cemeteries, churches,
libraries, government offices, utility facilities and the like.

Areas generally consisting of single-family residential development. 
Residential lots range from five(5) acres to ten (10) acres in size.  

Land areas containing single-family residential uses at a density of
one (1) home per acre to four (4) homes per acre.   

PUBLIC / PRIVATE
RECREATION

HIGH DENSITY
SUBURBAN
RESIDENTIAL

LOW DENSITY
RESIDENTIAL

PUBLIC / 
SEMI-PUBLIC

RURAL ESTATE
RESIDENTIAL

SUBURBAN
RESIDENTIAL

Land that is almost exclusively used for active cultivation of crops,
the raising of livestock, or other types of related farm uses.  May
include wooded areas on the same lot. Land may also be suitable for
rural residential conservation development.  The conservation
development shall consist of not less than fifty (50) percent
agricultural land and/or open space. 

AGRICULTURAL

AGRICULTURAL
ESTATE

Land that is primarily residential in character, which may contain
some agricultural uses in a limited fashion on lots greater than ten
(10) acres in size.
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HANOVER TOWNSHIP LAND USE PLAN CATEGORIES

Areas existing or proposed for single-family and/or multi-family
residential uses which are generally provided with a higher level of urban
services, including: public water and sewer, sidewalks, curbs and gutters
and other amenities and featuring unified and extensive landscaping
and open space plans, attractive entrance treatments and taking
advantage of controlled vehicle access and parking areas.   Densities
may range up to a maximum of six (6) units per acre. The density for
multi-family sites may be increased if additional such units are oriented
to retirees, empty-nesters, assisted living households or nursing homes. 
Housing units shall feature individual entrances and individual attached
garages except for housing units which are designated for assisted living
facilities or nursing homes.   The development size should not be less
than five (5) acres.       

PLANNED
GENERAL
BUSINESS /
INDUSTRIAL / 
MIXED USE

PLANNED
NEIGHBOR-
HOOD
BUSINESS /
SUBURBAN
RESIDENTIAL 

Small scale retail, office, professional service, or related business uses
that are compatible with surrounding residential uses and are developed
according to a unified development plan taking advantage of shared
amenities including parking, vehicle and pedestrian access, signage and
landscaping.  Mixed use buildings and parcels with a unified
development plan may be appropriate.  Residential densities may range
up to a maximum of four (4) units per acre.  The density for multi-family
sites may be increased if additional such units are oriented to retirees,
empty-nesters, assisted living households or nursing homes.  Housing
units shall feature individual entrances and individual attached garages
except for housing units which are designated for assisted living facilities
or nursing homes.   A multi-family development site should not be less
than five (5) acres.   
A mixed use building could be achieved in one (1) of the following
ways:  1.  Vertical Mixed Use. A single structure where the above floors
provide for small scale office and residential use and the ground floor for
small scale retail, commercial, service, or office uses.  2.  Horizontal
Mixed Use - Attached. A single structure which provides small scale
retail, commercial, service, office, or residential use in the portion
fronting the road with attached small scale office or residential uses
behind.
A mixed use parcel with detached buildings could be achieved in the
following way:  1.  Horizontal Mixed Use - Detached. Two (2) or more
structures on one (1) site which provide small scale retail, commercial,
service, and office uses in the structure(s) fronting the road with office
or residential uses in separate structure(s) behind.

Moderate to highly commercialized planned mixed use area where
retail, commercial, office, service, and industrial business is appropriate
either in the same building, the same parcel, or an adjacent parcel.  This
area will serve a regional market with manufacturing, warehousing,
assembling, or handling of goods and commodities developed according
to a unified development plan featuring large building setbacks, unified
and extensive landscaping and open space plans, attractive entrance
treatments while taking advantage of controlled vehicle access and
parking areas.
A mixed use building could be achieved in one (1) of the following
ways:  1.  Vertical Mixed Use. A single structure where the above floors
provide for office use and the ground floor for retail, commercial,
service, or office uses.  2.  Horizontal Mixed Use -Attached. A single
structure which provides retail, commercial, service, or office use in the
portion fronting the road with attached office or industrial uses behind.
A mixed use parcel with detached buildings could be achieved in the
following way:  1.  Horizontal Mixed Use - Detached. Two (2) or more
structures on one (1) site which provide retail, commercial, service, and
office uses in the structure(s) fronting the road with office or industrial
uses in separate structure(s) behind.

PLANNED 
HIGH 
DENSITY
SUBURBAN
RESIDENTIAL
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STEEP SLOPE SOILS 
 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resource Conservation 
Service rates soils according to slope and the potential erodibility.  The following map 
includes C-F Slope Class Soils.  The lower in the alphabet the steeper and more highly 
erodible the soils become and less suitable for development, therefore on this scale Slope 
Soils Class F is the steepest and most erodible. 
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AQUIFER POLLUTION POTENTIAL 
 
All ground water originally comes from rain or melted snow that has seeped into the 
ground.  Water fills spaces between sand and gravel, as well as fractures in rocks.  Where 
underground water is abundant enough to provide an adequate source of drinking water, 
the water-rich sediments or rocks are called and aquifer. 
 
The Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Water evaluates the susceptibility 
for contamination of the ground water, including such factors as depth to water, net 
recharge to the aquifer, and hydraulic characteristics of the aquifer.  The following map 
includes a pollution potential index that range from <79 to 200+.  If the number is high 
on index then the greater the potential for pollution.  In Hanover Township the highest 
pollution potential is 140-159 and is associated with Four Mile Creek, Indian Creek, and 
Curlane Run.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hanover Township Land Use Plan 32 

AQUIFER POLLUTION POTENTIAL MAP 
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ENDANGERED SPECIES 
 
The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR), Division of Natural Areas and 
Preserves is responsible for the acquisition, management and protection of Ohio’s best 
remaining areas of statewide significance that characterize the state’s natural landscapes, 
scenic rivers, vegetation, geology, and habitats for rare and endangered species.  The 
Division also establishes and maintains lists of endangered and threatened native plants 
and animals.  
 
ODNR found two endangered plant species in Hanover Township: the Giant Arrowhead 
and the Evening Campion.  The following map includes where these plants have been 
found in the Township.   
 
 

 
 


